IX
GREAT PORTUGUESE
EARLY PORTUGUESE history is very largely a record of the achieve-
ments of the few in an age in which personality counted for nearly
everything. They are the legendary heroes, warrior-kings of the
calibre of Affonso Henriques and Dom Joao I, men of military
genius like Nun' Alvares and princes who dubbed themselves
knights, steeped themselves in the Arthurian tradition and helped
to form the illustrious pattern of a new order of chivalry in Europe.
From this school graduated the Infante Dom Henrique and the line
of great ocean-going navigators.
Later on appeared other men of character in different walks of
life, and if some of them did not live to see their greatness recog-
nised, all that can be said is that they suffered the fate of most pioneers.
Who in Portugal in the sixteenth century, for example, could have
forecast the lustre that Luis Vaz de Camoens was to bring to Ms
country ? Camoens died penniless of plague in Lisbon on June 10,
1580, unmarried, the last of his line and " without a sheet to cover
him ". He was then buried with other victims of the plague in a
common grave in the cemetery of Santa Anna, neat a little cottage
in which he spent the last years of his life. Yet the third centenary'
of his death was made the occasion of a national apotheosis. In
June, 1880, remains believed to have been his were conveyed in
state to the national pantheon, the Jeronymos at Belem, and were
reinterred together with those of Vasco da Gama, to whom he was
distantly related. This was fitting, as, without the genius of the
writer, Vasco da Gama's great journey to the-Indies and the voyages
of the other discoverers might have gone largely unsung.
Camoens was not alone in suffering the fate that befalls some great
men. Bartolomeu Dias, for instance, when drowned in a storm
at sea off the Cape he was the first to discover, died in part un-
rewarded. One of the last acts of the great Affonso d'Albuquerque
was to write a letter to his king vindicating his administration in
the East and claiming, on behalf of his son, " the honours and
rewards due to him" ; even the policy of the Infante Dom
Henrique was being criticised in some quarters when he died in
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